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‘. ” .‘To prottict-American soldiers from, dreaded bubanic plague 
the Army”‘&‘School of Military arid Tropical Medicine is -giving 
in rat tiontrbl taught by one :of the nation’s ewerts, William 

and typhus fever, 
its officers a course 
E. Riter, borrowed 

from the U, S. Fish and ‘&ildlife Service ,of the Department- of the Interior. 

Rats, greund squirrels, prairie dogs, end field nice-all or some of which can 
be found around Ar@y camps and astablishments- are the chief carriers through the 
fleas whk.h infest then, of bubonic plague. In the same way Rats are also carriers 
of endemic typhus fever. Zhe rodents themselves do not transmit “he diseases, but 
they carryfleas those bites may transfer the disease to human beings. b . . 

Riter, who is assistant chief of the Fish and Wildlife Service,s.Division of 
Predator and Rodent Control,’ comes to Washington Prom his Chicego headquarters 
each-two months to instruct the Army doCtors and sanitation experts. 

His work not only is important -from the standpoint of health, but in the,prw 
tection of property since destruction by rats every yeer costs millions of dollers. 

Contrary to common impression, house rats are not natives of the United ~ 
States-&l of the three species now prevalent have been imported. It is believed 
that r&s arrived in America along ,with the first settlers of Jamestown, and many 
of them’could probably claim to be descended from ancestors who c8me over on the :. . 
Meyflower . . 

. . m first rats to come to the %w World were the black and Alexandrian rats 
of Central-l&rope and Northern Africa, which got here via England;, These are 

r closeiy related forms , the Alexandrian being a sub-species of the black rat. The 
brown Norway rat is thought to have been brought to the United States at about the 
tLne of the-American Revolution-in 1775. 

Although the last to arrive, the Norwa;y. rat) which is 
soon established itself in the Eastern part of the country 
smaller blgk and Alexandrian rats further South. Vow the 

., &ery &ah of ‘the Union, while the black ad Alexandrians 
south. 

excep tio&Ay ‘pugnaoio~ 
and gradually drove tb 
Norway rat is found in 
exist ohiefly in the 

(over) 

;. ’ , ! : 



The three species have different habits and varying tastes so that different 
methods are used in exterminating them, The Norway rat, for instance, likes eel- 
lars, the lower stories of houses, and underground passages and should be trap-ped 
and baited in such places, according to Mr. Riter. 2he black and Alexandrian rats, 
on the other hand, prefer attics and the upper stories. 

The Norway rat can be poisoned end trapped most effectively through the use 
of meat and fish baits, Ibe black rats of the Southern states would rather have 
fruits and vegetables. It will come as a .surprise to many Southerners’ that their 
rats do not exhibit a special preference for Cheese although, Mr. Riter yap, a 
little grated cheese mixed with other foods the rats like is not bad.. ;. 

House mice, not ‘%o be cc&@sed ‘with tits, eat cheese readily, W common 
house,mou*e, like-.the‘$at, is Uxotio. & Came: %rorn-&rope, Ihere. are’ sePer&L 
species of field’n+e that &e natives. c -.’ .e 
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